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CPO told to officially

submit Senate proposal

Doubts remain over
govt’s real intentions

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

The Constitution Drafting Commitree
(CDC) will not consider a controversial
proposal for a fully appointed Senate until
the military regime formakly submits its
suggestions in writing, chairman Meechai
Ruchupan said,

The CDC chairman said the National
Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) must
decide what changes it wants the CDC to
make and submit them in writing,

Since the proposal has not been sub-
mitted in writing, the CDC does not know
exactly what it implies, Mr Meechai said,
adding that charter drafters do not discuss
suggestions through-the media,

He said the proposal should be submit-
ted in writing to the CDC by next week, at
which time the CDC will consider it, Mr
Meechai said,

The CDC is revising the draft constitu-
tion based on feedback from stakeholders

and it has to submit the final version to the
government by March 29.

The CDC’s latest proposal cails for the
indirect election of 200 senators elected

from 20 professional groups, 10 from
each group. ]

But Gen Prawit, also defence minister,
has proposed a fully appointed Senate to
serve a five-year term after the next elec-
tion so the appointed members can work
with an elected government to ensure the
continuity and success of national reforms
initiated by the military regime.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has
also welcomed the proposal, but critics
have slammed the idea, saying it will pave
the way for the military regime to cling to
power and keep an elecied government
under military control. )

Observers believe appointed senators
would consist of NCPO members. The rest
would come from members of the National

Legislative Assembly, which already con-
sists of more than 100 soldiers.

Gen Prawit yesterday said that only a
few NCPO members would be appointed
to the Senate. When asked if he and Gen
Prayut would become appointed senators,
Gen Prawit said it would depend on a selec-

tion panel.
Duzing a seminar on reforms and charter
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drafting organised by the 1992 May Heroes
Relatives Committee, Seree Suwanpanont,
chairman of a National Reform Steering
Assembly subcommittee on political
reform, proposed a question be included
in the referendum asking whether MPs
should only serve for two years, instead of
the normal four-year tenure.

This is intended to test the

- mixed-member propaortional representa-

tion (MMP) electoral system proposed by
the CDC, Mr Seree said.

He also proposed that the governient
led by Gen Prayut and the NCPQ remain in
office during this two-year period, without
any elected government being formed.

The appointed Senate proposal should
also be included in a normal provision of
the new charter rather than in a provisional
clause, though the appointed Senate would
not be allowed to select a prime minister,
Mr Seree said. )

These proposals should be included in
the referendum on the draft charter for the
public to decide, he said.

Thammasat University vice-rector and
law professor Prinya Thaewanarumitkul
yesterday warned that the new constitu-
tion must not pave the way for the military
regime to stay in power.

Hesaid the NCPO must stick to itstoad-
map with general elections scheduled for
next year and the NCPQ must not try to
extend its rule.

Mr Prinya went on to say that the govern-
ment must heed the lessons of the Black
May clashes in 1992, triggered by the
appointment of a non-MP prime minister
— Gen Suchinda Kraprayoon — who was
one of the military leaders who overthrew
the Chatichai Choonhavan governrnent in
the 1991 coup.
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Prawit shrugs off Thaksin’s criticismr

WASSANA NANUAM

Deputy Prime Minister Prawit Wongsu-
wun yesterday shrugged off ousted prime
minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s criticism
of the military junta, saying it would not
affect the National Council for Peace and
Order's (NCPO) credibility.

Speaking in New York this week, Thak-
sin condemned the draft constitution as a

step backwards and a tool by the military .

council to cling to power and serve its
own interests,

According to the former prime min-
ister, the draft charter failed to represent
the will of the people and he did not

expect it to be accepted by the interna-
tional community.

His remarks were seen by somie politi-
cal observers as a signal for his supporters
to oppose the draft charter.

Gen Prawit said Thaksin's remarks
would not undermine the military gov-
ernment’s credibility, noting Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha was wel-

comed and accepted by the international .

COIMIMUIIty.

He stressed that the public at
large was satisfied with the govern-
ment’s performance.

Gen Prawit also said people who
opposed the new constitution could

make their voices heard by voting in a
planned referendum without having to
take to the streets.

“They can vote to reject the draft at the
referendum. They don't have to come out
and instigate chaos,” he said.

NCPO spokesman Col Piyapong Klin-
phan yesterday hit back at Thaksin, saying
he only cared about his and his family's
interests and fed foreign media misinfor-
mation te discredit the NCPO.

He said Thaksin wanted to return to
Thailand but did not respect Thai taws,
adding that Thaksin was just a fugitive
and the government did not give him
any credibility.

Commenting on Thaksin's attack on
the draft charter, the NCPO spokesman
said the draft charter was being reviewed
by the Constitution Drafting Committee
(CDC).

He said he believed the CDC would
draft rules to prevent new politi-
cal conflicts.

Asked about a proposal for appointed
Senators (o serve a five-year transitional
period, Col Piyapong said it was floated
out of concerns about peace and public

order after an election.

The CDCinitially opted for a chamber
of 200 senators selected by various profes-
sions and groups,
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