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Critics say EC did not
probe all ‘offences’

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

The Election Commission (EC) has
come under fire after it cleared the pro-
regime Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP)
on one count of alleged wrongdoing
which might have led to its dissolution
in corfnection with the party’s fundrais-
ingbanquetin December.

There are, however, other issues
related to the banquet to be investigated.

EC secretary-general Jarungvith
Phumma, in his tapacity as party reg-
istrar, said yesterday that as no foreign
party was among the 40 juristic entities
and 84 individuals who gave donations
at the banquet, the party did noth-
ing that would justify its dissolution,
he said.

This-finding would be forwarded to
the EC'mermnbers latet, he said. Accord-
ing to Mr Jarungvith, the EC is duty-

bound to make sure donations to politi- |

cal parties must not be given by foreign
entities, 'something which carries a
maximum penalty of party dissolution.

There are still other petitions against .

the PPRP, but:this issue was thé firstto
have been exainined arrd concluded,
he said. The others, he said, include

abuse of authority which was alleged ‘

to have been committed by former cabi-
net ministers who serve as executive
members of the PPRP.

“These issues have a lotof detaﬂs and
the investigation is still ongoing,” said
Mr Jarungvith.

The PPRP held its fund-raising ban-
quet at the Impact convention and exhi-
bition complex in Nonthaburi province
on Dec 19. It was reported the party
raised about 650 million baht from the
event, where each of the 200 tables cost
three million baht.

Meanwhile, the Association for the
Protection of the Constitution expressed
disappointment at the EC ruling.

7 BACKTO|
" DEMOCRACY

Political’ firebrapd Srlsuwan Janya,
the secretary“general of ;he association,
said’ ‘the EC onlymvestlgated alleged
offences in é&nﬁecuon with Sec-
tion'74 of ‘theé' 01§ amo law on political
partles, wl'uch prohlblts pameszfrom
teceivirig donatlons or»beneﬁts from
foreigners, foreign )urlstxc entities ot
locally regxstered entmes wﬂ:h a forelgn
major shareholder :

M+ SnsxiWan said hlswassocmtlon
petmqgled the EC to mvésngate whether
civil’ »sarvant“é ‘or state’agehcies gave
donatlons to the,party,;molatmg Section
75 ofthe law. Thé assotiation also ques-
tioned whws?mi‘é juristic entities were
still able’to ddmite as their businesses
had always run at a loss, he noted.

This could be the subject of wrong-
doing in connection with sections
72 and 29 of the act, according’to Mr
Stisuwan. The former prohibits parties

fromrecejving donations when theyare °

aware that these donations came from
illegal means, while the latter bans party
outsiders from influencing party affairs.

He said his association had also peti-
tioned the EC to investigate whether
state officials, including those from the
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
and Tourism Authority of Thailand, had
given donations, since both agencies
were on the list of banquet participants.

1f the PPRP’s practices are found to
have violated the law, the EC could rec-
ommend that the Constitutional Court
dissolve the party, he said.
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