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may need to be rejigged to avoid ‘fake ballots’

iz Mock poll will hightight flaws

‘chai Snsutthlyakom

new voting system could le dto rampant :

fake ballots” .

- The EChasbeen sendmg out mwtauons to -

a demonstration 0f th
but observers are curious: hw many "people
will turn up.

Hosting the event will be Election Com-
missioner Somchai Srisutthiyakorn, who said

key “stakeholders” should see for themselves, -

through a simulated exercise, how ballots
will be delivered and dropped into boxes at
a mock-up polling station.

He hinted the new election system, in
which each political party contesting the
poll will be allocated a different candidacy
number from constituency to constituency,
will be no piece of cake.

He predicted confusion will reign and the
printing of many differently coloured ballots
for the different political parties across the

constituencies nationwide will face tech-
nical difficulties in making sure the ballot
sheets are encrypted with security features
to deter fraud.

The commissioner, as well as critics,
argued printing many coloured ballots will
necessitate outsourcing to printing houses to
do the job. However, some small-scale print-
ing firms are notequipped with the machines
capable of producmg ballots with the encryp-
tion. This means the risk of fraudulent prac-
tices assocxated with fake ballots could be

- rampant.

Critics insisted the currerit poll system
where a political party is given a single can-
didacy number for every constituency it fields

.’ candidates nationwide has proven to be more
effective as thevariations of ballots were few,
whlch'does 'quue printing houses to

~behi ,d for the taskand thus the chances of

-We Id mpel voters to pay ‘more attention
" tothe candxdates thelr favounte pames send

torunin theelect
) past, many people rnay have taken
. votmg for granted. They tended to cast their
: s remembering only the single candi-
~day ‘numbers their favourite parties were
- allocated for all the constituencies without
ering to check'on the quahﬁcatmns and
evements of the candidates standing in
Tespective consumencxes, accordingto

bers are for thexr constxtuency They would “a
) ‘take an interestin study- :
ingthe detaxls of the candidates” :
However, Mt Somchai has mamtamed the
new systemwﬂl be difficultin practice and he
: w it to the world. -
ai announced this week the
ssion to get a taste of things
ballot-casting demonstration’
ednesday at the EC office.
vn up a list of guests — includ-
ai, National Legislative Assem-
ornpetch Wichitcholchai, and
Jommittee on Pohtlcs chairman
. thammathat — and mailed them
invitations that resemble wedding cards.

“Observers said the potential guests are not

likely to be too enthusiastic about attending
~ as'the mock ballot-castmg session has been
‘criticised as an opportunity to point to flaws
in the new polling method.

This could-make guests feel-awkward,
especially Mr Meechai, whose committee
designed the new electeral system.

Some observers said the session may end
up as a “shame game’, which invitees would
do well to refuse to join.

In fact, Mr Meechai was asked by reporters
earlier if his invitation had arrived. The CDC
chief’s reply was a curt “negative” before he
dashed off. ‘
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