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Voter marks many

ballots by

- MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

Alleged election fraud committed
during advance voting in Samut Song-
khram was likely caused by a misunder-
standing rather than ill intent, a senior
election official based in the province
said yésterday.

Pinthong Intarasri, director of Samut
Songkhram pravincial election office,
said the suspect, identified only as
a 27-year-old called ‘Benjamaporn,
wasi mistakenly given a booklet of
baIldt papers Whelgﬁhe shbwed upfor
adVance voting. ‘"”

&Tpefsvotger@took it thh Herto.a poll-i )

;“{)ooth awhieré;, ‘instead of-marking
6one#banoc,paper‘;shefmarked gll 17 in
ﬁthe ook.@}ge Q,% Igced one ballot
“paper m,gn eQVéLQ “and dropf)eﬁ it
in'a ballet box. befgre ré%urnufg the

rky AR

boq’klet with i’l@rﬁarkéé papers to an

‘mistake’

on Sunday. The spoiled ballots were for
voters registered to vote in Nonthaburi's
Constituency 6.

According to Ms Pinthong, election
staff lodged a complaint with police
in Muang district who tracked down
Ms Benjamaporn .to her house in
Amphawa district and brought her in
for questioning.

«Ms Ben]arnapom told police she did

‘hot iftend-to comnyt fraud or spbﬂ the

" ballot papers. She was quoted ds saying

she saw the entire booklet at the table

anﬂd thought shngyas ’a]lowed to take it
”ﬁand mark all the"ballo% papers.

Msﬁeﬁ;amapom was Ellarged with
¢ausirig dainage to the ballot papefs.

. “Initially it"is belleved There was
no malicious.iritent. But the election
officials have to file a complaint so the
incidentis mveSUgated thoroughly,” Ms
Pinthong said.

elecnon ofﬁ01aI ,-f 1% o ﬁfﬁﬁ Meanwhlle, Defence Minister
Itwagnot uitil th’e riektv erftﬁ‘n% . Prawit Wongsuwon insisted yester-

up t}iat staff notlce,dthggemamuig pal-

lotsw were ‘markéd. The’ bobkle?waé later,
marked s spoﬂed and votmgwasw S+
pended for one and a half hou?s él
replacement ba'IIots were sent. g 'w

The incident t;ook place ata polﬁhg .

station where 7% people from 18 prdv-
inces had registered foradvance voting
at Samut Songkhram technical college

day military personnel are free to vote
farwhichever political party they want
amid atcusanons that they-have béen
told to cast ballots for a certain party,
Gen' Prawit said soldiers were "

not ordered 1o vote for a particular
party, believed to Palang Pracharath,
which has nominated Gen Prayut Chan-
o-cha as’its prime ministerial candidate.
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