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Judges $ay theycan-
.cgrry on working

-

MONGKOL BANGPRA‘%JA -
AEKARACH "SATTABURUTH

The Constitutional Court yesterday
accepted petitions agamst 32 of the 41
government MPs who are accused by
the opposition of breachmg the char-
ter’s rile 'on shareholdings in media
firms}but did not suspend the MPs from
thelr uﬂes
~Hdwever the courtrejected petitions
agajnst nine others, saying the judges
fourid no grounds for the accusations,
accordlng to the courtafter a three-hour
meeting. The 32 MPs have 15 days to
subynit their defence to the court.
On Iune 32 House Speaker Chuan
Leekpal férwarded petitions initiated
by MPs of- the Future Forward Party
. (FEP} agdinst the 41 government MPs
to thie court. Of the MPs facing eligi-
bility reviews by the court, 26 are from
the Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), 11

"from the Demacrats and one each from
the BHumjaithai Party, the Action Coali-
tion for Thalland Party, Chartpattana,
and the Prachaphxwat Party.

The tourt'did not order the 32 MPs to

b& suspended froin their duties, saymg
their cases were different from: t»ol’
FFP. leader Thanathorn Iuar?r

. angkit, Mr Thanathorn “@ uspended
from his MP.duties on* ay 23, pend-
ing a cowrt ruling én whether he had

breached the same e media- sharphold—*_
ifig riles. o A
In the cases against the 32 MPs,
the court said thez petitioners,
chd :T10t set up any prope. to ”
back theu accusatmns Th?- .
peptlohers tmly submltteq,@
to the coun certificates of
the reglstratmn of compa- ~
nies and partnerships which
only state their objectives, and
copies of shareholder lists.
Buit the petitioners did not pre-
sent documenis showing the busi-
ness oper‘atmns of companies of part-- -

‘nerships nor ‘the submission forms of -

financial statements which might show
what business the companies gain an
income from. In light of this, it as not
clear what business the 32 MPs oper-
ated, and the court will have to investi-
gate further; the court said. =

There are ne grounds for susperid-
ing the 32 MPs from théir duties at this
stage, the court said. But in Mr Thana-
thorn's case, the Election Commission
{EC) launched a probe and found there
were grounds to the accusation against
him before forwarding the case to the
court, the court said.

The EC found he held shares in
V-Luck Media Co, a media firm, when
he registered as an MP candidate in
early February, an alleged violation
of Section 98 (3) of the charter, which.
prohihits owners and shareholders of -
media and/or publishing firms apply-
«ing to become MPs.  :

he court said the dd¢uments which
the EC handed overtd the court cleariy
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include submission forms of financial
statements which Mr Thanathorn's
*tompany submitted to the Department
ofR Ush’%egé Deydldpihent beiwesft 2012
‘and20155 4 ;
The statements clearly showed the
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company received an income irom the
sale of magazines and advertising sez-
vices, the court said. .

Regarding the petitions ag‘ainsgit_he
nine MPs which were thrown out by'the
court, the court said checks had fourrd
their cormnpanies ran businesses selling
'pgper, newspapers, stationery, books,
teaching aids, printing equipment,
and office equipment, :2rmong others,
and have nothing to do with the media
or publishing..

- Speaking after the court’s ruling,
EFEP secretary-general Piyabutr
Saengkanokkul urged-thepublic
to'keep an eye on hgpd!e;&%,
cases involving the 32 o
He said this was diffefent
from the case against an FFp eleg-
tion candidate in Sakon Nakhon,

Phubet Henlod, and a poll candidate.

of the Prachachat Party for Ang Thong,
Khomsan Sriwanich, who were dis-
qualified by the Supreme Court’s Elec-
tion Cases Division for holdi.ngishgres
in media firms, ;
Democrat deputy leader Sathit Pitu-
decha, who is: among the 32 MPs, said

his ompanysold mixed concrete and -

congtru’éti_on material, and h'a§s noth-
ing'to do with the media. Chartpattana

leader Tewan Liptapanlop, who also has -

a petition lodged against him, said.his
business déals With Jand trahgfers, not
the media. :
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