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Clinton, Trump
tied ahead of
first debate

Gender, education,
race clear markers

WASHINGTON: Hillary Clinton and Donald
Trump were in a virtual dead heat in their
bitter race for the White House on the eve of
their first head-to-head pres1dentlal debate,
a new poll showed.

Ahead of the debate, Wthh wﬂl start at
8am today, Thai time (9pm last night, East-
ern time), The Washington Post-ABC News
poll found Ms Clinton’s slim margin from
last month has now vanished. Instead, the
Democrat and her Republican rival tied at
41% support among registered voters, with
Libertarian Party nominee Gary Johnson
at 7% and Green Party nominee Jill Stein
at 2%.

In a two-way match-up, Ms Clinton and
Mr Trump each got 46% among registered
voters. While some other national surveys
show Ms Clinton with alead, poll averages
show a low, single-digit margin.

Gender, race and education were clear
markers between the two candidates. .

Men backMr Trump by 54%, while 55%
of women said they support Ms Clinton,
the poll showed. Some 53% of white voters
back Mr Trump, compared with 37% for
Ms Clinton, while non-white voters back
her 69%, with 19% for her Republicanrival.

Mr Trump is ahead of Ms Clinton by
more than four to one among white men

without college degrees, a gap that narrows
for white women without college degrees
and college-educated white men.

- Among college-educated white women,
Ms Clinton leads Mr Trump in the poll by
57% to 32%.

The two candidates are still grappling
with high negativity among voters.

Around 39% of registered voters see Ms
Clinton favourably, compared with 57%
who have an unfavorable impression.

For Mr Trump, 38% had a positive
impression and 57% a negative one, arating
five points lower than it was prior to the two
parties’ national conventions in July.

While voters find both candidates lack-
ing in honesty overall, Ms Clinton’s ratings
were worse, with just 33% of voters find-
ing her honest and trustworthy and 66%
saying she is not. Some 42% of voters said
Mr Trump was honest and trustworthy,
while 53% said he was not.

Most voters, 53%, do not see Mr Trump
as qualified to be president, while 58% said
he lacks the temperament to be an effective
president and 55% said he lacked the world

* knowledge required for the job.

Meanwhile, Mr Trump threatened to
bring a former lover of Ms Clinton’s hus-
band Bill Clinton to the debate, one of a
series of references he has made to the ex-
president’s infidelities. :

His jibe came after billionaire investor
Mark Cuban, a vocal Trump criticwho backs
Ms Clinton, agreed to sit at the front of the-
audience during the televised spectacle. AFP
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