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CDC readi
key provisions
of new charter

Focus is on wiping out corruption and
voter fraud with checks and balances

he Censtitution Drafting Com-
mittee {(CDC) has finished
drawing up most of the key pro-
visions of the new draft constiru-
tion. In an exclusive interview
with Bangkok Post reporter MONGKOL
BANGPRAPA, CDC chairman Meechai
Ruchupan discusses the charter drafting’s
progress, the new charter’s make- -up, and
its goals.

The CDC has made more than 90%
progress in drafting the charter. How does
the new drafi charter differ from previ-
ous ones?

This new draft charter is aimed at
clearing up the country's probleins. The
priority is to stamp out corruption as well
as voter fraud as much as possible.

-Another goal is to boost the scrutiny
and system of checks-and-halances
while ensuring justice is
served. We are also trying to
ensure the balance between
the rights and duties of the
peopte. We don't focus
only on rights. People’s
rights must be based on
social responsihility.

We aiso want to let the
political development pro-
cess take its natural course
rather than try to tamper
with jt.

We realise that no matter
what rules and regulations
we try to write in the new
charter, some people who
lack discipline will still manage to cir-
cumvent them anyway. So, the human
factor is crucial to the new charter's
success. And if the new charter's law
enforcement mechanisms fail to func-
tion, this will also give undisciplined
people an added advantage.

That’s why the new charter stresses the
importance of education reforms aimed
at fostering self-discipline in people. This
is an urgent priority. It may not be fin-
ished in a year or two, but we must start
it now.

Otherwise, when the new charter is
enacted, it cannot yield any results. Disci-
pline must begin ata young age. The statc
must provide free pre- school education
and compulsory education.

We will also write inn the new char-
ter's transitory provisions that reforms,
especially police reforms, will also be
legally enforceable. Police themselves
arc law enforcers.

Will police reforms cover the police force's
structure, its operations and self-discipline
of personne(?

It depends on where the problems lie.
One problem involves policemen lobby-
ing for positions and needs sorting out.
Many policemen have the abilities and
knowledge, but several of them do not
use that knowledge to move through the
ranks. They lobby and jockey for positions.

If the problem is solved, the police
force will make great strides. We helieve
there are enough good policemen. It
may take five to 10 years, but there is
hape. The police will gradually change
for the better.
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What are the lessons from previous char-
ters that the CDC will avoid repeating?

In terms of the overall content, we've
found that previous charters tended to
adopt some ideas from abroad which
were considered good, but they failed to
take into account the fundamentals and
circumstances of Thai saciety, which
are different from foreign countries.

We alsolearned from the draft charter
drawn up by the previous CDC {of which
Borwornsak Uwanno was chairman.
The draft was voted down by the defunct
National Reform Committee).

We know that we will not include any-
thing in the new charter that people feel
is not right or suspect will benefit par-
ticular people.

It seems the draft charter is willing to
“make comprises”, compared to previous
charters. It does not try
to introduce any drastic
changes. Will the details
of the draft be speifed
out in the new charter’s
organic laws?

We are trying to make
sure the new charter does
not have too much detail.
We know that it is danger-
ouswhen we try to include
all of the smallest details in
a charler.

Ifthesc minor details fail
to address problems that
gceur in the future, they
will also become a problem

themselves. And amendinga constitution
is not easy. )

Therefore, we only focus on the char-
ter's principles and the aims it nceds
to achieve, «

The details will appear in organic laws
or government policies so there will be
reom for amendinents to respond to
changing situations.
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Apart from the draft charter, how many
other legislative bills will the CDC also
have to draw up? _

There will be the new charter’s arganic
laws and other related laws. For the
organic laws, we will create mechanisms
to ensure that the organic laws willadhere
to the constitution's principles.

For example, government and inde-
pendent organisations would be allowed
to propose legistative bills to become
organic Jaws,

But independent bodies would have
the authority to ask the Constitutional
Court to rule if such bills are faithful to
the constitution’s principles.

If the court rules against them, those
bills would be sent back for a review, This
will guarantee that nobody distorts the
intentions of the constitution.

Will this draft charler place special empha-
sis on poditical party reforms?

There are no direct measures. It is hard
o write in the charter to push for such
reforms. Political party development
must be a natural process. We may only
lay down some guidelines far political
party reforms, though they must doiton
their own.
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Vote talliers
need scrutiny

or a group that currently does not even have an

official mission, the Election Commission {EC)

% has walked into field of land mines. The root of

itappears to be a festering dispute between the

commission’s sectetary-general and most or ail of
its members.

The EC thought it was getting rid of its most serious prob-
lem by voting ro fire Puchong Nutrawong. It turned out that
rather than ending a disagreeable atmosphere, EC members
actually created something much worse.

Mr Puchong was an EC official who was little seen, and
seldom heard. Despite his title, he rarely took theleadin =~
the EC’s dealings with the media or the public. Googling his
name for notable events prior to last month turns up little. He

“is a champion for laws allowing expatriates to vote, and has
almost always avoided commenting on political situations.
He worked for 18 years at the EC, and felt strongly that his
dismissal by fellow commissioners in early December was
unjust if not dowmright illegal.

If EC members expected Mr Puchong to go quietly, they
badly misjudged him. Less than a week after he was dis-
missed, Mr Puchong showed up at an event on Dec 9 implor-
ing Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha for assistance in being

reinstated. That failed. Legal

. expert and Deputy Prime
These electronic Minister Wissanu Krea-
ngam told him the govern-
boxe‘.s are’ Of course, ment could not help.
enarely useless at Mr Puchong may be pur-
h suing other legal avenues.
the moment. But two weeks ago, the

ex-secretary-general took

things quite a major step
further. He began detailing questionable acts and conduct
within the EC. He said “certain EC members” had a backhand
deal to stecr paperwork jobs towards a certain printing firm.
That included, he charged, an under-the-table deal to print
anddistribute the draft constitution, although that agreement
fell apart when the draft was voted down.
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The latest business on Mr Puchong’s list is the purchase of
85,000 new voting machines. These electronic boxes are, of
course, entirely useless at the moment, although EC mem-
bers can undoubtedly make a case they have to be ready if the
military regime ever decides to hold an election. Mr Puchong
says the machines cost 10 billion baht, and EC members have
not disputed that. They have threatened to sue Mr Puchong
for defaming the EC and its members, but no legal action has
yet been taken.

Mr Puchong Jet the facts of the voting machine purchase
stand on its own. The bottormn line, literally, is that the EC
spent 10 billion baht on machines to record elections that
are unscheduled, in districts that do not officially exist and
may be wildly changed according to the work of the Consiitu-
tion Drafting Committee. That is well over 100,000 baht per
machine. The machines shown to the media by the EC after
Mr Puchong’s announcement appear flimsy, and the job they
do is laughably cheap and simple. It seems an exaggeration to
call them “fourth generation”.

Although called “electronic voting machines’ the boxes
merely allow a voter to press a button for the favoured candi-
date. They then keep a running tally of all the votes, and can
spit out a paper receipt of the results at any point.

The machines are open to tampering and “hacking” The
advantage over paper, pencil and vote tallying by hand, if any,
hardly adds up to 100,000 baht. Mr Pucheng's claim he was
unfairly or illegally treated will have to be determined legally.
But the public should be grateful and demand a full investiga-
tion and explanation for the amazing decision to purchase
such high-priced voting machines.
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