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Parties oppose
annual fees

P oliticians from the Democrat and Pheu:
Thai parties have teamed up to fight
against what they see as a ticking political
_time-bomb: a clause in the organic law gov-
erning political parties that requires lay mem-
bets to pay an annual fee of 100 baht. This is
one of 10 organiclaws tied to the referendum

Few analysts' expected the proposed
membership fee, which along with the rest
of the bill has been submitted to the National
Legislative Assembly for deliberation, to
court such controversy. Yet many politicians
have fervently called for it to be reconsidered
or scrapped, saying it places too much of a
burden on poorer voters. :

Those who have voiced theu' opposmon
argue that the parties will stand to lose sub-

_ stantial support if members of th public

are ordered to pay membership fe fff:thus,, :

_causing many in remote

‘their right to engag m p
d1

will alienate voters and undermine democ-
-racy, they say.

But the Constitution Drafting Commit-
tee (CDC), which'has sponsored the bill,
is digging in its heels. It claims the fees will
strengthen people’s bonds to their parties
of choice and give them a greater sense of

‘belongmg, inside sources claim. As stake-
_holders, members will have more mvested in
reining in party policies, they said. N

The CDC believes thiswill strengthen the
checks nd- balances system and mark a:
departure from the'old practice whe):e parties
felt they could disregard voters’ wishes the
moment ballots had been cast and counted,
thesources said. -~ .

CDC chairman Meechai Ruchupan said it
is important for parties to enlist genuine sup-
porters as members and that the fees should
not be viewed as a burden.

The fees v ould also help offsetthe money

1 {25 i FEE
the govemmem must pay to subsidise politi-

cal pames each  year't thmugh allocations fromh o
» accordmg toa polmcal source.

- the polmcal party development fund.
Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-
ngam has also thrown his support behind the
"proposal, based on the logic that once they
have a financial stake in the party, members
will take a greater interest in monitoring its
policies and actions.
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Mee ai: Genuine’ slipp;)krte‘rs will pay up

- However, he suggested the size of the
annual fee could be adjusted.
“Meanwhile, a provincial councillor

‘warned this week that paying annual fees to
- be a party- member could cost people their -
. right toapply for seats

mdependent agen-

_This is because, havmg pald a fee, they

‘swould then be legally defined as a member
_.of a political. party; whxch comes with cer-
* tain benefits and. restrictions. Ameng these,
" they would be stnpped of the right to con-

tend for positions in independent agencies
or the Senate to avmd a conflict of interest,

“the councillor said.:

Restormg fa1th
in the DSI

Atransfer plan mvolvmg high-level offi-
cials atthe Department of Special Inves-

‘ . nganon (DS is. expected to give a huge boost

ency. said tobe facinga decline in

, pubhc trust in recent years.

Established with the aim of becoming
Thailand’s version of the FB], the DSI has

somehow been co-opted by governments
and exploited by those in power t0 discredit
political opponents. -

The department’s credibility is said to have

_ hitrockbottom under the leadership of Tarit
" "Pengdith, who was  dismissed from the civil

service recently for being” ”unusually wealthy’,

The dismissal, effective from April 3, was
recommended by the National Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission (NACC), which ruled he
had amassed unexplained wealth while serv-
ing as the DSI director-general.

Mr Tarit's sacking came shortly in the wake
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Korrawat: Tipped a ew,deputy‘chief e

of: a news report about the proposed appomt—
ments of two senior DSL officials — Prawut
Wongseenin and Korrawat Panprapakom —
asnewdeputychiefs. . ...

They are ‘tipped to replace ,ol Lt Col
Phong-in Intharakhao and Pol Lt Col Sombun
Sarasit, who were' ‘earlier shifted under a Sec-
tion 44 order to the Piime. Minister's Office, .
where they were assxgned other duties.

Accordmg to a source close to the issue, the
planned appointments of Pol Lt Col Prawut
and Pol Lt Col Korrawat are also rewards for
their hard work and contributions. They have
been recommended for the posts by a Justice
Ministry cominittee.

Pol Lt Col Prawut, whio is director of the
Bureau of Consumer Protection and Envi-
ronment Crime, played a key role in a land
dispute involving a group of sea gypsies in
Phuiket accused of unlawfully occupying
beachfrontland on Rawai beach.

A Phuket Provincial Court ruling in Iate
January saw the sea gypsies cleared of the
charge. This was in part thanks to the DSI,
which helped find evidence to prove 1 thelr
ancestral rights to the land.

Pol Lt Col Prawut also played a key role
in probing a land encroachment case at
Khao Phaeng on Koh Samui in which Tan
Thaugsuban, son of Suthep Thaugsuban,
was sentenced to three years in jail for forest
encroachment and constructing a pond.

Pol Lt Col Korrawat, who is chief of the

" Bureau of Regional Operations, supervised
several important cases. These included a DSI
‘probe into alleged tax evasion involving more
than 6,000 assembled cars following a fire that
destroyed six super cars being transported
through Nakhon Ratchasima on May 29, 2013.

In following up on the case, Pol Lt Col
Korrawat became involved in a further
investigation into’ Somdet Phra Maha~
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Pompetch' Loses face backihg wrong horse o

Ratchamangalacham, also lcnown as Somdet

~ Chuang, the abbot of Wat Pak Nam Phasi |
Charoen, for alleged tax evasion with regards

to his Mercedes- Benz.
He also played a crucial

known as Luang

plan also involves four otﬁer hlgh _ranking

DST officials.
Theyinclude PolLt Col Bantoon Chimgra,

tipped to be diréctor of the Bureau of Special

Crime 2;and Pol Lt Gol Montree Bunyayothin,
who is.expected to become director of the
Bureau of Consumer Protection and Envi-
re. The other two are Pol Lt Col
Yutthana Phraedam, tipped to be director of

the Bureau of Taxation Crime; and Pol Lt Col ;
Pornthip Lorweerapak, the front-runner fo-

serve as the director of the Bureau of Devel-
opment and Logistics.

Playing musical
chairmanship

D espite being tipped as the favourite for
the chairmanship of a National Teg-
islative Assembly (NLA) committee set up

to scrutinise an organic bill on the Election
Commission (EC), NLA'Whip Jate Sirathara-

nont still suffered an unexpected defeat in
the chairman selection vote.

After the NLA passed the bill in its first
reading and set up a 31-member panel to
scrutinise it on April 21, the committee met
on Monday to choose its chair. Fellow NLA
member Tuang Anthachai won the vote amid
outrage among some panel members over
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“irregularities and a breach of etiquette’; a
source close to the panel said.
According to the source, Mr Jate had been

' tipped to chair the committee, given he had

earlier been appointed by NLA chairman

Pornpetch Wichitcholchai to head another .

NLA committee set up to study the bill
in advance.

The fact that Mr Jate had lost the seat to
Mr Tuang who was his friend in the Group of
40 senators who occupied the Upper House

-inthe past has rubbed salt in the wou.nd the
source said.

- Some committee members cried foul
when Mr Tuang was selected as the com-
nnttee s chairman, the source said.

. During the selection, former permanent

"secretary for defence Gen Nipat Thonglek,

another NLA member, unexpectedly nomi-

nated Mr Tuang for the chairmanship

_against Mr Jate who wasnominated by NLA

whip secretary, Somchai Sawaengkarn, the
source said.

. When the committee voted to choose the

* chairman, it was split down the middle, with

eight votes in favour of Mr Jate and elght votes
for Mr Tuang,
" Therefore, NLA member Thammng Thas-

_sananchalee, serving as acting chairman of

the committee, asked to exercise a castmg
vote and voted in support of Mr Tuang,iﬂxe
source said.

Mr Thamrong’s action drew heavy criti-
¢ism from some members who saw it as a
breach of etiquette, the source said.

However, Mr Tuang insisted that he had
won the chairmanship vote because panel
members had agreed he had what it took to
be the chairman without the need’ to lobby

for support.

He shrugged off criticism that he had i

wrested the chairmanship from his fellow
NLA member. Mr Tuang also denied thathe
had won the post at the behest of a certain
“big” member of the NLA who has wielded
influence over it.

Apart from Gen Nipat, other members
also supported him for the chaumanshlp,
Mt Tuang said, while insisting he had noth-
ing to gain from becoming the commlt—
tee’s chairman. .

Following the vote, those present at the
meeting felt awkward and the vote turned

“outto be aloss of face for both Mr Jate and
NLA president Mr Pornpetch. )

_Mr Pornpeich later learned ‘that Mr Jate
was not chosen as the chairmari, the source
said, adding that some members went so far
as to wonder if forces were at work to mess
around with the bill. '

From now on, future meetings of the com-
mittee are expected to attract greater atten-
tion as to whether there could be any moves
to tamper with the organic bill on the EC,
the source said.  ~
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