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Charter tune draws

sour note

EC denies anti-Isan
slant in promo song

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

. The Election Commission (EC) has
brushed off criticism of its referen-
dum canvass song which has been criti-
cised for “looking down upon the northern
and northeastern people’, many of who are
supporters of the ousted Pheu Thai Party.

The folk song, titled.The August 7, Be
: Umted in Referendum for Secured Democ-
‘racy, was released early this month.

It urges people in the North to “not be
fooled and manipulated byanyone” when
they cast their votes.

One part of the song suggests northeast-

“ern people must use their conscience to -

con51der the contents of the draft charter

and not let anybody deceive them.

Another section underlines that north-
ern citizens must not allow anyone tolead
them and they must follow up and study
the contents of the draft constitution in-
depth. Another part however indicates
that southern people love democracy and
freedom.

The song has drawn the ire of some
academics and politicians, who said it is
insulting to people in the North and North-

.east. Bothregions are political strongholds

of the Pheu Thai Party, from which the

" National Council for Peace and Order

seized power in a coup on May 22, 2014.

The South is the long-time political
stronghold of Pheu Thai's arch-rival the
Democrat Party. '

EC member Somchai Srisutthivakorn -

said the EC members have not convened -

to discuss the criticism, butin his personal
view, the song does nothave content which
are deemed to insult peaple in any regions.

The songwriter hasalso m51st5d hehad

no intention of msultmg anyone, he said. :-

" Mr Somchai said people are sometimes
100 sensitive and pay attentlon to trivial
issues. N

The EChowever is zeroingin on another
song in a video clip which was posted on
a Facebook page. The clip is being criti-
cised for: using rude words and influencing
people in howto vote in the referendum.

Mr Somchai said the EC has assigned

its working team to study whether the
song has wolated laws and the results are’
expected within a week

He warned peéople seen in the clip to
notify péli'ce if they had posted it before
the Refereridum Acttook effect, or elsé they
would tisk bemg charged. People should
also not share the clip, he said: -

The EC is in the process of gathermg o

information and if people are found to

S _4)__“,.__,, J—

prosecution, Mr Somchai said. -

Last month, the Charter Drafting Com-
mittee’s folk song aiming to boost public
interest in the draft constitution also drew
criticism from social activists, who said it

fatled to reflect the substanceof the issues
" “addressed in the draft. - :

.Responding to the Umted Front for
Democracy against Dictatorship’s move

“ to form a centre to monitor fraud in the
_ referendum, Mr Somchai said although

it would be good for the ‘public to help
monitor:the referendum, there is no EC

regulatlon that supports the pubhc sector B

EC givés full support tQ ‘public participa-
tion, he said.

He insisted: referendum observers muist
not inffiade upon po]l\mgbooths, obsn-uct
the work of poll officials or cau e
incite }éhaos or mﬂuene pé
they vote.

Speaking out against the ECs :

song, Somkid Cheukong, a former Pheu

Thai MP for Ubon Ratchathani, said the

song contains negative content regard-
- ing people in the North and Northeast.

" They ‘are looked down upon for being

“stupid” for being led by others in how to
vote while the song also caused divisions

_ between different reglons of the country,

he noted.
He said he doubted whether the people

ooy

behind this song are prejudiced aginst

northern and hortheastern people adding -

the EG &hiould review the song’s contents

before it causes dissatisfaction among

people in the two regions.

__.UDD co-leader Nattawut Saikuar said
thathe would release his own referendum
" song, which he wrote and sang himself,

today. o

have committed olfences, the informa-

tionwill bé sent to police to proceed with
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A referendum song
ivides

that d

) 132 /400

A singer croons a controversial referendum song released by the Electlon Commisson. OFFICE OF THE
ELECTION COMMISSION :

Fgﬁ & Elecu‘on Commission’s referendum

campaign song has caused an inter-
net uproar after an Isan-born academic said
the lyrics discriminated agamst people from the
poor Northeast,

“As an Isan native, I'm hurting,” Surapos,
Taweeksak said in his Facebook post whlchg'has
received numerous comments and has been
shared across social media.

Mr Surapos, a regular columnist from
Prachathai.com, an online news website, said
the song praised southerners as demogracy -
advocates while taking a less generous view of
people from the Northeast, .- - & .

The song urges people in the North o "not '
be fooled and manipulated by anyone” when

they-cast theirvete-in-the-drafi-charter refer-
endum on Aug 7. The academic’said the song
is patronising as it assumes pedple from the
Northeast are less educated and cannot make a
decision for themselves.

He said the song talks about Thailand’s
political conflict, but dlstorts facts and under-
lines the unequal treatmefit glven i people
from different reglons ’

| I ' Tnosy [ watod [] vasu D.\hoam —
SO uvqa nn m x g a::LSJZg . [j rﬂinanlwaﬁ [Neaugaan  []uuonih i

dnandssdauwus

[ nsanwssiio (] twasiging

The North and Northeast are political strong-
holds of Thai Rak Thai. Members of the coup-
installed government have referred to rural
Thais as ill-educated, a perception which the
academic said was also conveyed by the song.

The song was penned by an Isan native
from Buri Ram.and sung by local singers
from the four regions. His posts have drawn a
mixed reaction.

“I think your comments are biased as you are

" not impartial,” said one Facebook user, a senti-

© ment echoed by others.

On Facebook user agreed the song was
upsetting, and said he was even more annoyed
when he found out the songwriter was actually
an Isan native. He said the song portrayed Isan
people as stupid and easﬂy manipulated by the

-—powers-th that-be.

Prachathai.com cited a Voice TV interview
¢ with the songwriter, Sanyyaluck Donsri, who
said he didn’t intend to look down on Isan

people but encouraged voters to exercise their

best juligement at polling stations.

The Election Commission first broadcast -%; -

the song when it kicked off a campaign for the
referendum last month. The music video was
then posted on Youtube on Sunday.
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ELECTION COMMISSION CHAIRMAN
SUPACHAI SOMCHAROEN ON THE
REFERENDUM CAMPAIGN SONG
WHICH HAS BEEN CRITICISED FOR
DISCRIMINATING AGAINST PEOPLE IN
THE NORTH AND NORTHEAST.
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