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Poll body says it’s ‘ready’ for

advance voting tomor

POST REPORTERS

The Election Commission {EC) yes-
terday affirmed it is ready for advance
voting tomorrow, for which about 2.6
million people have registered..

Among them, more than 900,000
will cast advance ballots in Bangkok,
110,000 from overseas and the rest from
the provirces.

Equipmentrequired for holdingeatly

. voting has already been distributed.to

designated polling stations acrgss the

country, EC secretary-general Jarung-

vith Phumma told media yesterday.
As for voters, itis most importantfor

them to check with the EC's list of veri-

fied election candidates before they cast
their votes “as’a large number of elec-
tion candidates have been disqualified’,
said Mr Jarungvith.

All forms of election campaigning
are still permitted on the day of the
advance vote. However, Nat Laosi-
sawakul, deputy secretary-general of
the EC urged candidates and their can-
‘vassers to stay away from voting venues.

“They can still hand out leaflets and
conductonline electioneering as usual,”
he said. .

However, all types of election cam-
paign activities will be strictly prohib-
ited from 6pm on March 23 until polling

stations close, said Mr Nat, adding that-

alcohol sales will also be banned during
the same period.

adop

Public opinion surveys, including
those {redictjr}g election results and

" the populafity of candidates, will.also

be prohibited from tomorrow until after
the eléttiéh; said Mr Nat.

“Polls 6n vofers’ expectations are
also %ﬁﬁe'cj because parties may

dopt thesé'a$ policies which would be
regarded as a form of electoral manipu-
lation,” he said. '

The EC is also prepared to take
immediate action against other viola-
tions conducted on social media plat-
forms, and hé warned voters not to take
photos of theif ballot with a cross in the
box for a certain candidate.

“That particular act could be seen
as ar attempt to get money in return,”

. said M? Nat.

e
More stories: Page 3
Editorial: Page 8

_Opinjon: Page 9
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