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N
The Ele&ion‘(:ofmnmxoh (EC) hassecliréd
coopétation from 12 state agencies in pre-
rafring forthe  selectiontof senators, the pro-

» cess of which is expect.ed to be completed

4 By laté December =)

R %0 Tithis
$aid the polt* agency needs support mainly
in eXamining’and verifying qualifications of
sehatbrial candidates and providing public
§afety aﬁnng thé'voting.

é first batch of 250 senators will be
selected under provisional* clauses of
thé éhérter, with the EC responsible for

*t the'intra-group vote in which 200 short-

listed candidates will be forwarded to the
Nagﬂongi Council for Peace and Order _
(NCPOYPPIREL.
: 0 Ofthe reifiaining 204 senators, 193 will
“be’ ch&‘énﬁ?i’i the NCP Avtiile the other

~5i% wﬂl*dox‘ﬁspnse thé three ‘armed forces®

leaders, the § supreme %commander, the
defente permanént- secre‘féry and the
nanonal;)ohce chief. Arfionig the agencies
: enhsted f’o‘hel;) tHe BEC te the Department.
ofPr “clalAdxmnwtranon:theRoyalThal
M@&Fa‘r&sHeadquartersi‘“ﬁnd the Royal
Th“awohc“em R A
4 f‘gltthlp‘om said thé EC has just five
days to examine the qualifications of Senate-
t?’hﬁjfﬁatﬁ*who carirunjas indeperidents
“oras rei)i’@sent‘auves Sfadsdiatic :rﬁkivﬁlch,
muépﬁrst regxétehwxﬂi e EC’%;J‘ w4
saxdﬂ1ea§§0cxat1c§ﬁs seekmg 6 field
“‘éa"iidﬁ}&tes“{; vetititll Octl2a th register and
& é";ate abranchinihe ptovinces

St
Whe ;hey

D inglwan

t«(o contést. Each associa- -
tlon cart clioose only 6ne out of 10 social or .

malnd

D URBU

udnaniwan {j AU an

D WiAns

D NSINWSSAD

12 agencies to lend
hand in Senate picks

By MONGKOL«BANGPRAPA

professmnal groups and field one candldate
per province only.

According to Mr Itthiporn, the EC will
complete the examination of the associa-
tions’ qualifications by Nov § so they can
make preparations for the senate selection.

EC secretary-general Jarungvxth
Phumma said the candidates’ narnes, will
not be disclosed during the application
period, but they will published aftéf appli-
cations are closed.

However, he insisted the EC-will
not prohibit candidates from’ giving

, media interviews.

Aroyal decree calling for the selectxon of
senators is expected to take effect no later

thanNov 15 and candidacy registration' will,

run from Nov 26-30. Candidates will chbosé

froni among themselves-in-districtdevél;

provincial level, and ndtional level votihg.
On Oct5, asourcéin the EC said the Nov

f%‘m‘?a‘l*“decree was 10 ensuré the vote'is

completed before the New Year holiday.

The EC has agreed to push forward seha-
tor selection following a meeting with pro-
vincial governors and district chiefs-who,
will help organise the vote, the soifrce said.

Under the original timeline, tire! royal
decree was Ilkely to take-effect on"Nov30
and candldacy régistrdtion was to'begin in
early December.

‘Voting at district level was expected
ta'také’place on@et 30:andid-weel Titer,
on Jan 6,"prpvincial-level vonhg was td' be
held: Thé natiofial* ‘seleCtion should have
ptoceeded wnhin 10 days of the pYownéxal
voteLocdl authd’hnes have expressed con-
cern this may bei -inconvenient due t¢ the

long Neéw Year break.
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Election agency yetto
mull ‘online campaign’

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA
WASSANA NANUAM

The Election Commission (EC) has insisted
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha's newly
pushed social media “campaign” is not
electioneering, a move that flouts the
regime’s order at present. .

Gen Prayutlaunched his personal Face-

book, Twitter and Instagram pages over the
" weekend. The move has been criticised as
being politically motivated while political
parties are still banned from using digital
platforms for political campaigns.

EC chairman Itthiporn Boonprakong
said yesterday the premier’s online cam-
paignis not a vote-wooing attempt, but the
EC hasyet to thoroughly discuss it.

He said the poll agency is gathering
information related to the activities of
political parties and elections and is obli-
gated'to inform parties if they commiit any
violations.

“If political parties fail to comply with
the laws, the EC will take action;” he said.

- They will examine political actions to
deterinine whether those actions have any
potential impact on the upcoming poll,
he said. They will not do anything about
-actions that are not viewed as having an
impact on the election, said Mr Itthiporn.
The EC is gathering information about
political activities, including reports that

s 17 88 2561

cabinet ministers of the Palang Pracharath
Party (PPP) will make a field trip, the EC
chairman said.

Industry Minister Uttama Savanayana,
Science and Technology Minister Suvit
Maesincee, Commerce Minister Sontirat
Sontijirawong and PM’s Office Minister
Kobsak Pootrakool are now at thie helm of
the PPP, which is believed to support Gen
Prayut’s return as prime minister after the
poll, expected to take place in four months.

They can participate in political activi-

. ties if they do not use state manpower or

utilise normal office hours to do so, said
Mr [tthiporn. ’
The organic law on the EC, he said,

stipulates that the poll regulator has the
authority to ensure the poll will be free, fair
and compliant with the law.

He said the National Council for Peace

and Order (NCPO) also has its scope on the

dos and don'ts of political activities.

Asked about concerns over the differ-
ence of political activity prohibitions‘set
out by the EC and the NCPO, Mr Itthiporn
said the NCPO's order is also a law. The
order defines what political activities can
or cannot be done, he said.

The EC chairman stressed his organi-
sation is not trying to curry favour with
anyone, adding those who flout the laws
will be found-out.

Speaking after the cabinet meeting yes-
terday, Gen Prayut said he has to get used

to using the social media accounts, which

are garnering more followers.
“Ifound both praise and criticism when1
3+ . "
logged onto them [social media accounts];

.said Gen Prayut.

“I,want to create platforms where
people can voice criticism or praise. Any—
thing found to be useful will be taken into
account and used in a suitable manner

He called the social media accounts
another channe! of communication
with people, adding he has to be open to
criticism.

“The, only thing I want to ask for is
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politenesé. Sometimes impolite words are

used, especially among younger peopleand
is is not appropriate.

ﬂufflt?: pfegﬁerpsaid he would qxamine

whether submitted criticisms have any

basis and, if so, he is ready to fix matters.

He also urged people to press the
“like button” on his pages and to
leave suggestions. )

As of last night, Gen Prayut’s pérsonal
Facebook page had already drawn around
177,000 likes. .

He said e is ready to respond to mes-
sages himself if he can, but the prime
minister’s deputy secretary-general Bud-
dhipongse Punnakanta will be responsible

_ for following up on his accounts and keep-

ing hiin updated about it every three or five
days. “I will mostly write messages, which
will be put into the system by others,” Gen
Prayut sdid.

Referring to negative messages on
Gen Prayut's social media platforms,
Deputy Prime Minister and Defence
Minister Prawit Wongsuwon said they
are receiving both positive and unfavour-
able comments. ©

Gen Prawitsaid Gen Prayut read through
all of the messages himself, and “This is a
good thing because he will now be aware
of the féedback about hirh and his cabinet.”

He inSisted he would not open social
media accounts like the premier has
‘because Gen Prayut’s pages provide
enough 0fa platform to receive complaints
from people. .

Government spokesman Sansern
Kaewkamnerd said Gen Prayut also urged
cabinet ministers to look through messages
posted on his.pages so they could hear
problems and find ways to address them.

The prime minister also told cabinet
members not to be disheartened by criti-
cism, the spokesman said. .

Responding to criticism that the pre-

" mier’s social media campaign is aimed at

courting supportahead of the poll, Lt Gen
Sansern said, “Gen Prayut realised that he’
wants to be open to feedback and make sure
that people can reach out to him. Whether
he starts today or tomorrow, thisis the first
step to conmunicate with the people.”

Commentary: Page 9 ‘ ﬂ
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