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POLITICS

EC studying

Piyabutr’ insists party
did nothihg wrong f

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

The Election Commission (EC) is.
studymg the{detaxls of the law gov-
érning partles income before deCld-
ing whether to take up the contro-
versial loan: case mvolvmg Future
Forward Party (FFP) leader, Thana-
thorn ]uangroongruangkxt *

€C chairman, Ittiporn Boonpra-
cong, shid yeste‘rday the commissiort

wili base its deci§ion whether toadmit. , — merits fgrthiarmvestlgatlon .

- st s s

D lnasy
[:] aunsisy
Ij Inafwaoia { ginnis

the loan case prlmarlly on Secnon 62:
ofthe orgamp’law on political partles

The sectlon*prowdes details about
what.income parties can legally gen-
erate for their spending. After'a qulck
look at the sechon, Mir Ittiporn said" he
did not corfie across a%y mention of“a
lodn*; as a source’of a party’s’income.
However, ‘the EC Jieeds more‘time to
examine the section. “Itis'still tgo soon
to conclude this point,” the EC chief
said.

He said the EC’s Office will launch
aninitial probé to determine whether
the petmon — filed by activist, Srlsu-
wan Jarya on I\xesday agamst Mr .

Thandthorn i in the loan contrpversy

.#5 "~ kR -

Section 66 of the organiclaw on parties;
which ‘caps persoﬁal donations at 10
million bahtayear. *

Mr Ittiporn also said the EC is not

* rushing the media shareholdmg case
against Mr Thanathori, which nigy”

constitute a breach of Section $8(3) of
,Jethe constitution, mg hgrﬁ;@
wancf/ OF sharehelders*oﬂmedxa
publls‘hmg firms from Lrupning 45 MPs:
If the case goes to court ‘and Mt
Thanathorn is found guilty, Kis MP
status cojild be revoked.
Piyabutr Saengkanokkul, the FFP
secretary-general, Said the parfj?‘has

¥

been’fransparent withrits accouriting’

practices.
During electoral canvassing, the EC

[ ] ratod
%ﬂnan[wao{ [:] Ay 8n an
Al

[ ] voan
D QUK

(:] NSINWSSAD D [wanning

D uABU

A Lising stat in polmcs, Mr Thana-
thom walked into a quagmue yet
again Previously, he camé under
-scrutiny for holding shares in V*Luck

sMédia Cowhenhe registered as an MP
candléatemFebruary .

Last week, MrThanathogn revealed ¢
at-a, discussion at the Fprexgn Corre-
sppndents Club of Thailand thathe is

“a creditor of the party— havingloaned
'110 million baht to findnce campaign.
rallies and- activities. Eléction laws -
allow parties to conduct fundraisers.’
and/or receive donations to finance

"

“their activities, but places cértain

resttictions forfhe contributions.
Ifthe:ﬁ() mﬂllon—bahtlscomldered ;

[ doration; Mr"lhanathorn v101ated
T .

-forbade parties from ldunching fugd¢
rajsing activities, citing,the regime’s
“bah. That left the FFP with-no option
bu\t to obtain aloan to pay for election-
rélated expenses, he sdid.

" Since loans are not spemﬁed as a
source of income prohlbxted by the

£s.:zpolitical parties law, géttifig dfie should -
r=*Hot be illégal, Mt Biyabutr said, a adding

parties are regarded as juristic persons
under the civil law.

Mr Piyabutr added that to his know!-
edge, several other parties also took
outloans to finance their election cam-

paigns with the EC allegedly sighing
documents authorising this.

“We did nothing to break the law”
he said.
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