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Vote- buylng
g rampant
says electnPn
watchdog

PENCHAN CHAROEb‘SUTH]ﬁPAN
¢

Vote-buying was rampant on fye eve
of yesterday’s general election,

ing tothe Open Forum for
racy Foundation (P-Net), a ngr
ernmenfal ‘Drgamsatlon focust
strengthemﬁg ‘democraly 4dnd €lec-
toral processes

Ladawan Tantxmtthaypxtak,fa P-net’

executive, said several pam}es still

resorted to “money politics” it  bribe 4

voters. She also said there werk } cases
of vote buying in the final leg of the
election campaign, though n

overt manner.

She said people were mobilised to
attén campaign rallies, each receiving
200 baht to turn up while a driger who
took them to the rallies got 500 baht.
The banknotes were held byjfubber

_bands under meal boxes give lt‘p each
rally participant, she said.

Ms Ladawan said its network of
election watchdogs also tobk pic-
tures of many piles of 100- bat}f bank-
notes believed to have been tsed, for
vote- buymg )

The information has bee sent to
the Election Commission to takg ac
against election law violators, ¢

accord- -

fman ‘

L‘l [ﬂdq Y

U Tnetwas & [_] domims

.

EHU‘

[ ] faiod  [(Juaw

punaniwas Lj AU SR an

ceeded smoothly as large numbers of
people flocked to cast ballots at polling
stations nationwide, Ms Ladawan said.

Meanwhile, members of the" Myan-
mar media from Myawaddy visited
Mae Sot district of Tak ﬁfownce to
observe the elections in C'onstltuehcy
3 intambon Tha Sai Euad*

Myanmar reportefs also et Thai
media members gaﬁd mtervered
voters, many of whogn sald they were
glad to exercise their v i
and they hoped the ecoriomy would
improve after the poll. %‘ .

KoKo, head of aMyanmar medla
group, said Myanmar people’ were
interested in the Thaj elections: arfd
were happy to see democracy return
to Thailand.

KoKo added that obseﬁ/mg the Thai
electoral process offered goodlé?sons
for Myanmar.

’
ﬂ&’ﬂf 5

Foreign observers from the Us; “Aug- ’

tralia and Asean were a]so 1nv1ted or
had asked to access tO‘watchhthe»glec—
tion. Some visited.¢onstituéy Ehes in
the South before the polhng $tations
opened yesterday.
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